
Although U.S. Senator Barack
Obama won a majority of the
votes cast on November 4 and

a majority of electoral votes, which
are determined by how many people
live in each state, and although he is
now being called president-elect, he
has actually not yet been elected
president. 

Under the provisions of the U.S.
Constitution, presidents are not
elected directly by the people, but
by a group of designated citizens
known as electors. This group
makes up the Electoral College.
These electors will gather in the
state capitals and in Washington,
D.C. on December 15 to cast their
votes for president and vice presi-
dent. Their votes will then be count-
ed by the U.S. Congress in early
January, and the winners will be
announced in time to be sworn in on
January 20.

But why, then, all the celebration
over the election of Obama? It’s
because according to the vote tal-
lies, popular and electoral, Obama
has the support of the majority of the
American people. Only one percent
of the electors, in the 219 years of
U.S. presidential elections, have
ever failed to vote for the person to

whom they were pledged. 
All states directly elect their elec-

tors. That’s who Americans were
actually voting for on November 4—
slates of electors, representing
Obama, or Republican Senator John
McCain, or candidates from other
parties. In some states, the electors’
names are listed on the ballot under
the candidate. In others, not. 

So how do the electors get desig-
nated? By their parties.

Most states have winner-take-all
presidential voting. If Obama got more
direct votes in a state, say California,
then he won all of that state’s electoral
votes. For California, that adds up to
55, one for each U.S. Senator and for
each member of the House of Rep-
resentatives from California. 

Why is it this way? 
One reason is that the Constitution

was written in the 18th century. Time
was needed for people to travel long
distances. That’s why the electors
have more than a month to reach their
state capitals, and why several more
weeks are given for the members of
Congress to gather to count the elec-
toral votes, on January 6.

Another reason for the system is
that the Electoral College system
preserves the role of states in

choosing the president. The found-
ing fathers did not want the presi-
dent to be chosen by only those in
large, populous states, or big cities.
Thus, they made it necessary for
candidates to win support in many
different states. For example, Obama
won the most votes in five of the six
most populous states. But it wasn’t
enough to win the election. He and
McCain had to campaign across the
country. 

In this election, there are 538 elec-

tors. When there is a tie in electoral
votes, the House of Representatives
selects the president and the Senate
chooses the vice president. This is
why electors cannot be members of
the U.S. Congress, and why ordinary
people, committed to their party and
candidate, are chosen for the high
honor of electing the president of the
United States.

For more information: 
http://www.archives.gov/
http://www.america.gov/

There are many who won’t agree with
every decision or policy I make as presi-
dent. And we know the government can’t
solve every problem.

But I will always be honest with you
about the challenges we face. I will listen
to you, especially when we disagree. And,
above all, I will ask you to join in the
work of remaking this nation, the only
way it’s been done in America for 221
years—block by block, brick by brick,
calloused hand by calloused hand.

What began 21 months ago in the
depths of winter cannot end on this
autumn night.

This victory alone is not the change we
seek. It is only the chance for us to make
that change. And that cannot happen if we
go back to the way things were.

It can’t happen without you, without a
new spirit of service, a new spirit of sacri-
fice.

So let us summon a new spirit of patriot-

ism, of responsibility, where each of us
resolves to pitch in and work harder and
look after not only ourselves but each other.

Let us remember that, if this financial
crisis taught us anything, it’s that we can-
not have a thriving Wall Street while Main
Street suffers.

In this country, we rise or fall as one
nation, as one people. Let’s resist the
temptation to fall back on the same parti-
sanship and pettiness and immaturity that
has poisoned our politics for so long.

Let’s remember that it was a man from
this state who first carried the banner of the
Republican Party to the White House, a
party founded on the values of self-reliance
and individual liberty and national unity.

Those are values that we all share. And
while the Democratic Party has won a great
victory tonight, we do so with a measure of
humility and determination to heal the
divides that have held back our progress.

As Lincoln said to a nation far more

divided than ours, we are not enemies but
friends. Though passion may have strained,
it must not break our bonds of affection.

And to those Americans whose support
I have yet to earn, I may not have won
your vote tonight, but I hear your voices.
I need your help. And I will be your pres-
ident, too.

And to all those watching tonight from
beyond our shores, from parliaments and
palaces, to those who are huddled around
radios in the forgotten corners of the
world: Our stories are singular, but our
destiny is shared, and a new dawn of
American leadership is at hand.

To those—to those who would tear the
world down: We will defeat you. To those
who seek peace and security: We support
you. And to all those who have wondered
if America’s beacon still burns as bright:
Tonight we proved once more that the true
strength of our nation comes not from the
might of our arms or the scale of our
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The 50 states and the District of Columbia
by Electoral College weight 

270 electoral votes to win
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